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Preface 

Recognizing the fact that cross border connectivity is of vital importance to ensure inclusive 
growth in the country, the Government of India has initiated several projects with the help of Asian 
Development Bank(ADB) and other Intra-developing agencies. Various Regional Trade Blocks 
have been formed for the purpose of Regional Cooperation and India has become a member 
of some of these trade blocks such as SAARC, ASEAN, SAFTA, BIMSTEC, APTA and others. The 
most important recent initiative of the Government is the Act East Policy in which the ASEAN will 
play a pivotal role for realizing the untapped potential of the country for international trade and 
commerce and to enhance competitive edge. 

It is in this context that cross border connectivity for inclusive growth has assumed greater significance 
for the eight states of the North Eastern Region of India which shares about 5300 kilometres of international 
boundary in close proximity to vibrant economies of the world such as Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, 
Myanmar and China. The region is of strategic importance for regional connectivity within the 

country, other countries of South East Asia and member countries. However, the region has remained 
relatively isolated and underdeveloped, being connected to mainland India only through a 
landmass of merely 22 kilometres, popularly known as “Chicken Neck”, otherwise known as the 
“Siliguri Corridor”. 

The government has been focusing on the development of the North Eastern Region especially through its 
pro-active “Act East Policy”, which focuses on reducing the isolation of the region by improving all round 
connectivity through road, rail, telecommunications, power and water ways sectors. In addition, the 
initiatives undertaken by the Government comprises the creation of a specialised highways 
construction agency for the North East namely the “National Highways and Infrastructure Development 
Corporation”, that was incorporated on 18th July 2014andis implementing 34 projects in the North Eastern 
States, declaration of 18 national waterways in the region, the Make in India and Skill India programmes, 
strengthening international economic ties with countries like Myanmar, Bangladesh, Bhutan and 

Nepaland others. 

Inview of the above, Shillong College which is one of the premier institutions of the North Eastern 
and organized this Two Day International Seminar on “Cross Border Connectivity and Inclusive 
Growth:Possibilities and Challenges with Special Reference to the North Eastern Region” in the 
college premises. 

This International Seminar Proceedings contains reports, papers and abstracts presented by the 
outstation and local presenters from neighbouring countries like Bhutan, Bangladesh, Myanmar, 
as well as participants from within the country. The papers were categorized into four different 
subthemes viz,.1. Historical Links, status of the present connectivity, on-going projects- its 
challenges and opportunities, 2. Market Linkages and International Trade, 3. Act East Policy 
Signifi and Impact, 4. Environmental Impact – Assessment, socio-cultural continuum. 

Shillong College had organised this seminar with an intention to discuss and debate on various 
concerns that relate to cross border connectivity. As understandable, there is always a „trade-off‟ 
but there arises a need to relook, rethink and co-ordination to arrive at solutions that would 
promote inclusive growth. We are confident that all deliberations at the seminar will provide ideas 
and information to stakeholders to arrive at a comprehensive plan that would lead to inclusive 
growth. 
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NATIONAL ANTHEM 

Date: 24th August, 2017 : Time 10.00 A.M. to 12.00 Noon 

Felicitation of Dignitaries :  

Welcome Song : Students of Shillong College 

Welcome Address : Prof. B. Myrboh 

President, Governing Body 
Shillong College 

Brief  Introduction  of  the  Diamond 

Jubilee Celebration 
: Dr. K. D. Ramsiej 

Principal, Shillong College 

Keynote Address : Prof. Mahendra P. Lama 
School of International Studies 

JNU, New Delhi. 

Address by Guest of Honour : Prof. S. K. Srivastava 
Vice Chancellor, 

North Eastern Hill University, Shillong 

A short Documentary : “60th Milestone” 

-A Documentary on Shillong College 

Inaugural Address by Chief Guest : Shri Conrad Sangma 

Hon‟ble Member of Parliament 
Meghalaya 

Short Cultural Programme : Shillong College Students 

 

Vote of Thanks 

 

: 

 

Dr. (Mrs.) E. Kharkongor 

Convener 

Organizing Committee Diamond Jubilee 
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TECHNICAL SESSIONS 

Day – 1 (24th August) 
1st Business/Technical Session A 

Chairperson: Prof. Mahendra P. Lama, Prof South Asian Economics 
School of International Studies, JNU, New Delhi 

Resource Person: Dr. Jasim Uddin, Senior Research Fellow, BIIS, Bangladesh 
Venue: Conference Hall, Shillong College | Time: 12:30 Noon - 1:30 P.M 

Historical Links, Status of the Present Connectivity, On-Going Projects 
its Challenges and Opportunities 

 

1 A study of the India – Myanmar Border Trade Post Independence of India (1947) 
-Sabina Yasmin, Dipanjali Haloi 

2 Status of Development Infrastructure in the North East India 
-Saikat Majumdar, Dr B.N. Dutta 

3 Cloud Computing and Libraries: Interconnectivity beyond Borders 
-Betbhalin Lyngdoh, Suman Ranjan Bandyopadhyay 

4 Border Haat: Looking from the Perspective of Connectivity 
-Dr. Suparna Bhattacharjee 

5 Communication System in Cachar District in the Post Economic Liberation Period 
-Jaydeep Bhattacharya, Shankar Sarma 

6 Cross-border Connectivity: A Development Shortcut for Northeast India through Bangladesh 
-Dr. Soma Roy Dey Choudhury, Mahfuzul Alom 

7 India‟s Foreign Trade with Myanmar and its Share of North Eastern India after Look East 
Policy: An Assessment 
-Deva I Chanu , J Sanyal 

 Lunch Break 

 
 

1st Business/Technical Session B 

Chairperson: Dr. M.P.R. Lyngdoh, Former Principal, Shillong College, Shillong 
Resource Person: Dr. Purna Prasad Sharma, Assisstant Professor 
Gaeddu College of Business Studies, Royal University of Bhutan. 

Venue: Principal Conference Hall, Shillong College | Time: 12:30 Noon - 1:30 P.M 

Historical Links, Status of the Present Connectivity, On-Going Projects 
its Challenges and Opportunities 

 

1 Borders and Boundaries in Northeast India: A Literary Perspective 
-Dr. Arindam Sarma, Mrs. Himakshi Kalita 

2 Security  and  Development  of  Border  Areas  at  the  Assam-Bangladesh  Border: 

Present Realities and Future Pathways 
-Lucky Dey 

3 The Expansion of Connectivity and the lack of it: An analysis of the Telecom Sector in 

Northeast India 
-Phrangspngi Pyrtuh 

4 Developmental  Prospects  in  the  North-Eastern  Territorial  Civilisation:  With  Special 

Reference to Transportation, Infrastructure and Industrialisation 
-Rohit Barua 

5 Cross Border Connectivity: Inclusive Growth Through Education 
-Dr Rihunlang Rymbai 

 Lunch Break 
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Chairperson: Shri R. O. Wahlang, Former Ambassador, Government of India 

Resource persons: Prof. Amaresh Dubey, Centre for the Study of Regional Development 
School of Social Science, New Delhi 

Venue: Conference Hall, Shillong College | Time: 2:30 P.M. - 4:30 P.M. 

Market Linkages and International Trade 
 

1 A study on: Growth and Opportunities of Border Trade and Market Linkages with Special 
Reference to the North Eastern Region of India 
-Barsha Kalita 

2 An overview of MOOC (Massive Online Open Courses): With Special Reference to North 
East India 
-Dr. Manoj Rana 

3 Role played by business communication in international trade: An Intercultural Perspective 
-Mr. Surajit Sen 

4 Indo- Myanmar Border Trade: Its Current Status and Potentials of Trade through Moreh Route 
-Moirangthem Manorama Chanu, Dr. Soma Roy Dey Choudhury 

5 Indo Myanmar Border Trade through Moreh 
-V.S. Soreimi 

6 A  New  Dimension  of  Economic  Development  through  Border  Haat:  Tripura  and 
Bangladesh 
-Mr Sankar Debnath, Mr Arjun Gope 
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Chairperson: Prof. S. Sikidar, Retired Professor, Department of Commerce, Gauhati University 
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Manipur University, Imphal 

Venue: Principal Conference Hall, Shillong College | Time: 2:30 P.M. - 4:30 P.M. 

Market Linkages and International Trade 
 

1 The Role of Social Entrepreneurship in North-east India 
-Rajdeep Deb, N M Panda 

2 Status of North Eastern Region: An observation in the perspective of North Eastern Vision 2020 
-Dr. Ashoke Gorain 

3 Cross Border Connectivity and its Impact 
-Prof. A. H. Lashkar 

4 Regional Economic Co-operation and Integration: Its impact on North East India 
-Dr. A. Rajmani Singh 

5 Floricultural Trade: Its Prospect in North Eastern India 
-Dr. Jayanti Biswas 

6 Indo-Bangladesh Border Trade: A Case Study of Kalaichar Border Haat in South West Garo 
Hills, Meghalaya 
-Dr. Abhigyan Bhattacharjee, Mridul Barman, Mridul Chanda 

7 Barter Trade Practice in Indo-Tibet Border: A Case Study of Damin, Kurung Kumey District, 
Arunachal Pradesh, India 
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6 The Potentialities of Tourism Development, via Inter Regional Connectivity of States in 
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Organizing Committee, Diamond Jubilee 

Rapporteurs Report : Dr S. Khyriemmujat 
Joint Convener 
International Seminar 

Participants Remarks : 
 

Address by Guest of Honour : Shri H.D.R. Lyngdoh 
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