
Research, Innovation and Publication Cell 

 
Research and Development are the catalyst for creativity and innovations. They play a 

crucial role in the context of Higher Education which faces the challenges of globalization 

and competition in the present day context. Since its inception in the year 2009, Research, 

Innovation and Publication Cell of the college has played a major role in encouraging 

research and innovation through projects sponsored by the college. Major reasons for 

constituting the Cell are (a) helping develop an improved proficiency in the knowledge of 

research methodologies and (b) providing its learners with assets which would be helpful in 

other areas, be it teaching, market research, conducting public opinion poll, communication 

studies, advertisement, book publishing, developmental projects administration, personnel 

management, clinical, occupational and educational psychology amongst others. 

It is an undisputed fact that in the pursuit of knowledge, research plays a vital role. 

Recognising the need for improving the research proficiency of the teachers as well as the 

students, Shillong College established the Research Innovation and Publication Cell on 3rd 

July 2009, under our Former Principal Dr (Mrs) M.P.R. Lyngdoh. The main objectives of the 

Cell are to promote critical thinking and enable use of techniques to enrich analytical 

capabilities. The Cell organises awareness programmes and workshops aiming at a 

heightened awareness of the relevance of Research and Publication. Such workshops help 

develop a temperament in research. 

There is currently a growing professional and commercial demand for graduates who 

have qualifications to carry out research. The reason for such a demand is related to the fact 

that the global spread of industrialism coupled with technological revolution in the present 

day has vastly expanded the scope of Research. Keeping these factors in mind and in the ever 

changing ever evolving dynamics of research particularly in academia, the Research 

Innovation and Publication Cell Shillong College aims to encourage and inculcate in its 

faculty as well as students the scientific temper. 

  



NEP 2020 and Significance of Research in the Policy 

The National Education Policy 2020 proposes to revise and revamp all aspects of the 

education scenario in the country to suit the aspirational targets of 21st century education. The 

policy lays out many principles that outlines this new era of education that not only focuses 

on development of cognitive capacities but also on development of social, ethical, and 

emotional capacities and dispositions. The main thrust of the NEP 2020 is a total revamping 

of curriculum, pedagogy, assessment and student support moving towards faculty and 

institutional autonomy. The policy aims to promote a multidisciplinary approach across the 

sciences, social sciences, arts, humanities and sports and encourages a multilingual classroom 

where local or Indian languages may be the chosen mediums for instructions in place of 

English. NEP 2020 outlines a holistic approach in education for undergraduate programs in 

vocational, professional and technical disciplines. Curricula of all HEIs shall include credit-

based courses and projects in the areas of community engagement and service, environmental 

education, and value-based education. The undergraduate degree will be of either 3 or 4-year 

duration, with multiple exit options within this period, with appropriate certifications, e.g., a 

certificate after completing 1 year in a discipline or field including vocational and 

professional areas, or a diploma after 2 years of study, or a Bachelor’s degree after a 3-year 

programme. The 4-year multidisciplinary Bachelor's programme, however, shall be the 

preferred option. The 4-year programme may also lead to a degree ‘with Research’ if the 

student completes a rigorous research project in their major area(s) of study as specified by 

the HEI. NEP envisions Higher Educational Institutions to evolve into multidisciplinary 

institutions of higher learning in accordance with twenty first century learning. 

The NEP 2020 lays equal emphasis on teaching as well as research. The onset of the 

Covid-19 pandemic has also brought to the forefront the importance of collaborative research 

and research in general. In fact, the National Education Policy 2020 has strongly emphasized 

the importance of Research in academia. It highlights that Higher Education should 

intrinsically promote and involve active research. Research promotes critical and analytical 

thinking leading to new knowledge and better understanding of one’s field of study. Further, 

the significance of research is compounded by the fact that it often leads to innovation which 

in turn contributes to a growing national economy. Research and Development is a crucial 

aspect of a country’s progress in the new millennia and the NEP seeks to promote R & D by 

establishing a vital link for research between the government, higher educational institutions, 

research institutes and industries. As an impetus for Research, the NEP 2020 guarantees the 



establishment of a National Research Foundation to facilitate “merit-based but equitable” 

peer reviewed research funding. The NRP seeks to promote research and innovation in HEIs 

by setting up start-up incubation centres, technology development centres, centres in frontier 

areas of research, greater industry academic linkages, and interdisciplinary research including 

humanities and social sciences research. The NEP thus gives new dimension to research in 

HEIs as  it promotes the culture of research and knowledge creation.  

The Aims and Objectives of the Research and Publication Cell are: 

1. To promote research activity amongst students and teachers. 

2. To help acquire more research based knowledge. 

3. To open opportunities to collaborate with institutions, organisation, corporates in and 

outside the country. 

4. To help develop analytical, practical and observational skills in the young minds to 

promote scientific research. 

5. To create a capacity for innovation. 

6. To develop and improve skills not restricted to book learning. 

7. To promote the spirit of scientific enquiry among teachers and students. 

8. To create awareness about the various Schemes and Sponsorships provided by the 

State and Central Government agencies for Major and Minor research projects for 

teachers. 

9. To encourage students to participate and present their findings in scientific gatherings 

such as seminars, workshop, exhibitions national and international. 

10. To facilitate learning outside the classroom through field work, study tour, projects 

among students. 

Financial Support for Projects: 

Currently, the College Management has enhanced the total allocation for pursuing 

College Funded Minor Research Projects (MRP) by teaching staff from 2 lakhs to 4 lakhs per 

annum. Henceforth, a teacher can utilise a maximum of Rs 50,000 for one project. This has 

come into effect from April 2019. All research projects recommended by the Screening 

Committee of the Research Innovation and Publication Cell are submitted to the Principal for 

the release of grants. 


