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REPORT 

  

 Khasi Traditional Music is an art evolves within the Khasis society which has been 

handed down orally from one generation to another which is still preserved and practiced up 

till presently in some areas. Khasi Traditional Music is a dying art form where the present 

generation could not acquired this art form. It is, therefore needed to be revived. For 

preserving and promoting this art form, institutions introduce it as one of the academic 

disciplines.  

 

ABOUT: 

 The Department of Khasi, Shillong College, Shillong opened the career oriented 

Certificate Course in Khasi Traditional Music (six months duration). The course has been 

started since 13
th

 February 2018. Permission has been granted by the College Development 

Council, NEHU (No. CDC/6/Sh.C/2014/Vol.III (Part)-1733, Dated. 18
th

 July 2018) 

 

OBJECTIVES: 

1. This course will introduce the students to the basic understanding of Khasi Traditional 

Music. 

2. It will train them to develop their vocational skills.  

 

RESOURCE PERSONS: 

1. Shri. Banniewkor L. Nongbri   

 

2. Dr. (Mrs) Helen Giri 

Retd. Prof. Department of Cultural & Creative Studies, NEHU, Shillong. 

  

OUTCOME:  

 Student who have completed the Khasi Traditional Music Certificate Course are 

qualified for the Post Graduate Diploma in Music, NEHU, Shillong. The course has also 

trained students for crafting of Khasi musical instruments. 

 



SYLLABUS:   

The syllabus of the Khasi Traditional Music was designed by the members of the Khasi 

Traditional Music Forum who have the expertise on this field. The Course of the Khasi 

Traditional Music has been approved by the Academic Council (NEHU) recognised under the 

2F and 12B of the UGC ACT, 1956.  

CONTENT: 

This course introduces four Papers as per the following contents: 

 

Paper – I:  Evolution of Khasi Traditional Music (Theory): 

 This paper provides understanding about Khasi polity, concept of Ka Sad Ka Sunon, 

Musical Terms and definition of Folk and traditional music. 

Paper – II: Instrumental: Theory and Practical (Ka Ksing and Ka Duitara). 

 This paper imparts students to recite drum syllables („Sing tied) and playing 

techniques of the Khasi Traditional drum beats and ka Duitara and understanding of Khasi 

Music Themes. 

Paper – III: Voice Culture: Theory and Practical 

 This paper is about the techniques of voice culture, notation reading and writing and 

learning of traditional songs. 

Paper – IV:  Crafting and Classification of Khasi Traditional Musical Instruments 

(Theory and Practical) 

 This paper provides understanding about the classification and crafting of Khasi 

musical instruments. This paper also includes crafting of Khasi musical instruments and 

presentation on crafted musical instruments.  

TARGET GROWING: 

Names of Students enrolled in the Khasi Traditional Music Certificate Course,  

2018 (First Batch) 

1. Agrisha Pyngrope 

2. Ibankhraw Kupar Makri 

3. Richmond Lamphrang Pyngrope 

4. Wanbha Khongsdang 



5. Yangheibormi Langbnang 

6. Pynskhembha Masynting 

7. Ella Bella Suting 

8. Lovina Rapsang 

 

Names of Students enrolled in the Khasi Traditional Music Certificate Course  

2018-2019 (Second Batch) 

1. Iashanlang L. Nongbri 

2. Damanbha Mawlong 

3. Purabor Kharkongor 

4. Dean Gowdy Nongkynrih 

 

Names of Students enrolled in the Khasi Traditional Music Certificate Course  

2019 (3
rd

 Batch) 

1. Nazarius Bashemphang Kharkongor 

2. Firsten Byrloi 

3. Daphibanbet Sohtun 

4. Ibakyrmen Sohtun 

5. Lapynbianglang Synrem 

Examination: 

This course conducted the examination at the end of six month for both theory and 

practical. 

The examination was first conducted from 26
th

 July, 2018 – 01
st
 August, 2018, to the 

students of the first session. The second examination was conducted from 24
th

 June, 2019 to 

28
th

 June, 2019. 

For practical examination, External Examiner was appointed, and Prof. Dr. Helen Giri 

attended as the External Examiner for both the sessions. 

Numbers of Student’s Enrolment and Completed the Course  

 Number of Students 

Enrolled 

Number of Students 

Appeared for Exam 

Number of Students 

successfully Completed  

2018 (1
st
 Batch) 8 7 7 



2018 – 2019 (2
nd

 

Batch) 

4 2 2 

2019 (3rd Batch) 5 No Exam due to Covid-19 No Exam due to Covid-19 

 

Participation and Performance: 

1. Performed an instrumental item in the Cultural Programme of the Two Day 

International Conference on “Bridging the Digital Divide – Role of Libraries & 

Information Centers with Special Reference to North Eastern Region” Organized by 

Shillong College Central Library in Collaboration with IQAC, Shillong College, held 

on 5
th

& 6
th

 September, 2018 at Shillong College, Shillong. 

2. Students of the Khasi Traditional Music Certificate Course, Shillong College 

performed Ka Phawar (Khasi Traditional Vocal Music) in the Three Day 

International Seminar on, “Community and Cultural Multiplicity in North East India 

and South Asia: Ethnography, History and Society” held on 20
th

 – 22
nd

 May, 2019 at 

Shillong Law College. 

3. Performed the Khasi Traditional Drum Ensemble and Khasi Traditional Songs in the 

College Foundation Day Celebration, on the 15
th

 August, 2019. 

4. Participated and performed in the B. C. Jyrwa Memorial Lecture organized by the 

Department of Khasi, Shillong College, Shillong on the 13
th

 September, 2019. 

5. The students participated and performed Ka Phawar (Khasi Traditional Vocal Music), 

in the International Languages Fest on Indigenous and Endangered  Languages 

organized by the Department of Linguistic, NEHU Shillong, on the 26
th

 October, 

2019. 

6. Students participated in the Inter-College Folk Music Competition for both Singing 

and Instrumental, organized by Syngkhong Kyntiew Ri, St. Edmund‟s College, 

Shillong on 29
th

 October, 2019 and secured 1
st
 Prize in Instrumental. 

 

 

 

Course Coordinator 

Khasi Traditional Music 

Shillong College, Shillong 
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